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CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 1 149 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-4 
TAGS: SREF SOCI EAGR LA 

SUB J : LPDR RESPONSE TO WORSENING FOOD CRISIS 

REF: VIENTIANE 1093 

1 . A SENIOR OFFICIAL WITH THE UN IN VIENTIANE TOLD US 
AUGUST 9 THAT THE LPRP CENTRAL COMMITTEE IS NOW CON 
SIDERING A NEW POLICY WHEREBY LAO, VIETNAMESE AND THAI 
DAM CITIZENS OF LAOS WHO WISH TO LEAVE LAOS WILL BE 
ALLOWED TO DO SO. HE SAID THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE IS 
FURTHER CONSIDERING GRANTING ALL THOSE WHO DO LEAVE 
DOCUMENTS WHICH WOULD PERMIT THEM TO RE-ENTER LAOS AT 
SOME FUTURE DATE IF THEY SO DESIRE. THE U.N. OFFICIAL 
SAID THAT HIS REPORT CAME FROM AN "OFFICIAL SOURCE" AND 
THAT HIS SOURCE EXPECTED THE COMMITTEE TO ACT FAVORABLY 
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ON THE PROPOSED POLICY. 

2. THE U.N. OFFICIAL SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT ACTION 
WAS IN RESPONSE TO THE CONTINUING FOOD CRISIS IN LAOS 
AND TO GOVERNMENT RECOGNITION OF THE LEVEL OF POPULAR 
DISSATISFACTION WITH LPDR POLICIES. 
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3. THE U.N. OFFICIAL SAID THAT MALNUTRITION DID NOT 
YET APPEAR TO BE A PROBLEM BUT THAT IT WAS A SERIOUS 
CONCERN FOR THE FUTURE PARTICULARLY IN LIGHT OF 
PROSPECTS FOR A WORSENING FOOD CRISIS. 

4. HE EXPLAINED THAT THE NATION-WIDE DROUGHT AND 
LACK OF ENTHUSIASM AMONG FARMERS TO PRODUCE RICE FOR 
WHICH THEY RECEIVE LITTLE PROFIT WERE TWIN PROBLEMS 
ASSURING A BAD 1977 RICE HARVEST. 

5. HE SAID THAT LAO OFFICIALS WITH WHOM HE IS IN 
CONTACT ARE CONSIDERING EMERGENCY APPEALS AND PUR 
CHASES OF RICE AMOUNTING TO 225,000 TONS. HE SAID 
THAT GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS HAD EXPERIENCED PROBLEMS 
IN ESTIMATING LAO RICE NEEDS IN 1976 PARTI AL LY 
BECAUSE WHEREAS THEY ESTIMATED AVERAGE RICE YIELDS 
OF 1.4 TONS PER HECTARE IN THE PLAINS AND 1.2 TONS 

PER HECTARE IN THE HIGHLANDS, ACTUAL AVERAGE YIELD 
IN LAOS IS 1. 1 TONS IN THE PLAINS AND 0.8 TONS IN 
THE HIGHLANDS. 

6. COMMENT: 

A. A GOVERNMENT DECISION TO PERMIT LAO CITIZENS 

TO LEAVE LAOS WITH DOCUMENTATION AFFORDING THEM THE 
OPTION OF EVENTUAL RETURN WOULD NO DOUBT PRODUCE A 
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LOT OF PEOPLE READY AND WILLING TO GO. WE DO NOT 

HAVE INDEPENDENT CONFIRMATION OF THIS REPORT, HOWEVER. 

PRESUMABLY THE LPDR COULD RATIONALIZE SUCH A MOVE ON 

THE GROUNDS THAT IT WOULD GET RID OF POLITICAL 

UNDESIRABLES. NEVERTHELESS, IF THE REPORT SHOULD 

TURN OUT TO BE TRUE IT WOULD REPRESENT AN EXTRAORDINARY 

LOSS OF PRESTIGE FOR THE LPRP/LPDR. 

B. IN ANY EVENT, DOCUMENTING SUCH PEOPLE FOR 
ENTRY INTO SOME OTHER COUNTRY WOULD BE A PROBLEM 
LYING OUTSIDE LAO JURISDICTION. 

C. IMPORTATION OF ANYTHING LIKE 225,000 TONS OF 

RICE OVER, SAY, THE NEXT 6 MONTHS WOULD PLACE UNUSUAL 
DEMANDS ON THE LAO DISTRIBTUION AND STORAGE SYSTEMS AND 
MIGHT WELL BE BEYOND THEIR CAPACITIES. APPLYING A CRUDE 
RULE OF THUMB OF 500 GRAMS PER PERSON PER DAY, THIS 
QUANTITY WOULD COME TO ABOUT A THEORECTICAL 6-MONTHS 
SUPPLY FOR THE WHOLE LAO POPULATION. 

CORCORAN 
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